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NEW BILLS RECREATE STA TE HIGHWA Y COMMISSION.
ASKS FOR $500,000 TO PROBE HIGH LIVING COST.
GOOD ROADS BOOSTERS ARE HERE ASKING HIGHWA YS.

A

COME TO RICHMOND
TO END BURDENS OF
VIRGINIA'S MUD TAX

Hundreds of Automobilists
Will Take Part i»

Today's Parade.

CAR OWNERS ARE DRIVING
IN FROM EVERY SECTION

Will Form Around Lake at Byrd
Park at 6:15 This

Evening.
HA.VDSO.MK CUP O F F E II E I)

Prize Will C»o to Civic Body Sending
Largcsl Car-Owner Delegation

to City.

VVhen the General Assembly begins
tid«y *he momentous n-sion which ::-
to start the State <>n its-' forward steps
in road i or.frm tiori. i; will be greeted
a' the outset with tangible evidence
of the condition of Virc;fj h:sliwiivs.
highways over which hundreds <>l au¬
tomobiles, running un<ler the aus-
p.< eh of The Tunes-Dispatch, hav-
thre,i<lei| their tortuous. and '.ft*- ;i
tunc.- muddy, way to the .State Capitol.
Under the very shadow of the l*gis-!a'iv" halls they will stand. \,.-.,b> re-rr. i :,<if r. of trie great undertakingwrt; ? Me lawmaking body or> .'i-m» in t>eglnn:ng a in .v#-tnen:w h: h hold.- out pi omise of * m.n i-

:n« ¦; ,,y;. rr. ->f highways stretchingfr>ni iicrocs the mountains to tii^a.il from tie l'o;oma i. the .Vor.'hCarolina border.
. nr(* AI ready Arriving.

Thirty ot tlu-;-e cars already had ar-
r in Richmond last night, hringtngtiding* <.'. the well-nigh impassabic.vtrfWhes of loads which dot the i a t e
u: '¦very . -rntivabie section. Others
i-ir t ed. bin halted on the way, :o

-tic':', another brea/.h. as it were, forthe nijdiiy difficulties they encoun¬tered. T!>> and hundreds of others
art- '.vpccitd to be here before the!irt.< »\e;: on trie program t^d.iyI. ih-- i jtoinobilitJ'.s. Joined byevery : hi-r owner of a car in Rich-
moi d, w i.i w help in th* movementt-> lift Virgin a out of the mud. will
p.r». :p,iir .n i srf.it parade throughV.e principal str»-e>'i» of the city. as a
t appeal tor irfr highway >~-
:. -.t ori *1 he: «. cars will !,.. d» -orated.
.*. nd w..I g. ve oj? t » the onlookers
ncans for Immediate action, T.heyw mi for the parade sharplv at

. 11 o\ ;. ck arout.d the take in UyrdJ' k and wt mov*j slowly <1 >w ri town.
~ t HouVvard to Mnnumcn'

.' ti . d wn avenue and Franklin
: l-'ou.-hee. <,vrr to <lra.» <ndi! a:. through the >:.tpitol Square.1 ify w ::i t ien go up Broad Street to!. lv;der*. nhfc they will disband.

1'reseut IIambmiip Trophy ( up.
Before the parade, at ..»:i;.. o'clock,

there -Ail) be presented in the LyricF ;.d: n g a hmdsonie trophy to
\ br«dy or chamber of commeri e

b» ngtJiK to R.-hmond on th:.^ booster
run 'he largest delegation of auto-
mobile owner.- governor Davis will
a.ho gr«et tne bet»»-r r^ads "pilgrim.-"
\mong the automobiles which have

alre:»ily arr.ved in Richmond aie six-
tf»n from Lynchburg, six from Roa¬
noke. <r;e from Danville, two from
Southwest Virginia, three from K.trm-
\:I> and two from Bristol. A large
delegation is expected today from
Petersburg, Kredericksburg and other
poli.ts.
Boosters from Lynchburg report that

the" roads between their hot.^e and
l'armville are in terrible condit.on. but
are perceptibly better from Farmville
to Richmond, through Prince Kdward.
Cumberland. Powhatan and Chester¬
field Counties.

Hrlhtol Party Arrives.
Henry Roberts and party left Bris¬

tol Monday morning at 6:45 o'clock
\< t h two cars, one of which trans¬
ferred its passengers at Abingdon to
another car. and the party was joined
by Senator ll. Lee Trinkle and .Mrs.
Tr::ik!e at Wylheville.

Four cars and sixteen passengers
from Russell and Tazewell Counties
made the trio.through Giles County and
misted connection with the Bristol
party at Christuinsburg. due to tire
troubles. These four cars were lied
up last night by heavy rains and mud
a; Bedford City.
One of tlie Bristol cars stopped at

Roanoke last night and has not yet
reached Richmond, but is expected here
by noon today. The two cars from
tlie Southwest which arrived in Rich¬
mond last night, stopped at Lynchburg
Monday night, and came on to Rich¬
mond yesterday, arriving at 7:30
o'clock.

Senator Trinkle. Mrs. Trinkle and
Donald T. Slant, the member of the
Legislature from Bristol, came in Sen¬
ator Trinkle's car. Henry Roberts,
Koland 10. Ch.ise, the representatives
of Wise and Dickenson Counties in the
Legislature; \V. M. McConnell an i
George \W Palmer, of Abingdon, and
Roland 10. Chase, Jr., came in the
other car.

Iteport Bad Scctlon* rpi Hand.
The Southwest parties report many

had sections of road sandwiched be¬
tween s«>od sections here and there,
the worst sections being between
Last Radford and Christlansburg. and
Roanoke an I Lynchburg, and Lynch-
Durg and l'armville.
An unusual accident happened to the

c>r occupied by Mr. Roberts and others
between 7~innville and Cumberland,
when .i railroad spike lying lose in
the road was driven into tTie casing
some live inches. This was the only
serious trouble experienced by either
of the ears.

PLAN WELCOME TO MERCIER
Former Governor Cnlrinhoroiich, ot

MJirylnm), I* t'linlrnmn of
Baltimore Committer.

(By Associated Pres.".)
BALTIMORE. Ml)., August 12.For¬

mer Governor Phillip Lee Golrlsbor-
ough. who was appointed chairman of
a committee to receive Cardinal Mer-
cier, of Belgium, in Baltimore yester¬
day. made known the plans for the
reception. The committee is composed
of men of all creeds, and is headed
by the highest ofllcials In I he State
and city. Two receptions will be given
to the Belgian primate.

Good Roads Booster
Program for Today

Car* nrrivlng lodnjr *tI1I check In
nt the rrKlMtrntion denk, .Jrni't'
Street lobby of the Hotel Hlcluiiond.
Thone iilrrailv In the city nnd who

lime not reglMtered are requested to
do mo In order Hint their community
mny he given credit. ;

Tho*e forced l»y linpn**nble rond
conditions to abandon the trip li>
automobile lire requested to reKInter,
nnd rum will he provided for tliem
to pnrticlpnte In the parude.

All (>nnd llondn Ilooatern ivill n«-
nenible at the l.yrlc 'I'henter nt r»sl."»
for the nhntTlne of the Special Good
ftoadn picture. > o ndiniiHlon
cliarRc. 'ticket* mny he ohtnlned a(
TimeM-nin|intc'h desk, Richmond
Ilotcl.
Tlmen-OUpatch trophy cap will

he awarded to the civic nrcnnlm-
tlon bavins; the larcmt reprenentn-
llon of hoontem.

t.o\crnor Uiitlx irill extend wel¬
come to visitor* and booster* nt
I.j rlc 'I'henter ut .IsUO.
Immediately nfter nhovrlng of

picture, noHi-mhle on miuth *idc
step* of Capitol for Rroup photo¬
graph.

Immedintely nfter photographingproceed to the lake at Djrd I'nrk,
where pnrnde iilil form.

He prompt.
"Ilelp lift Virginia out of t he

mud."

HIGH COST OF LIVING HITS
CAPITOL HILL EMPLOYEESI

Force, nr!o%v Department Heads,
Seek* IO Per Out Salary

Increase.

GOVKIIXOR MKKTS COMMITTKK

I/ogislntivc Reference Hurean Pre¬
pares Hill Providing for Higher
I 'av.Claim IVrvrnt Compensation
Fails to Meet Present-Day Prices.

High cost of living since the ad-
journm»nt of the legislature In 131S
urged the employees of the State gov¬
ernment, below the head? of depart¬
ments. to tike tip the question yester¬
day of asking the General Assembly,
at the special session to grant them
.i ten per rent raise- on their salaries
:n force under the i5is appropria t.ons

' bill.
With tj's i* view, a committee,

r>»presentir.ir the clerks and other em-

ployees, called upon the (iovfrnor and
laid before the chief executive their
plane for relieving the stringencybrought about by utvusual econonuo con¬
ditions. He did not make known what
attitude he will assume toward the :n-
t;rea at this time.
The result of the request, however.

1 = that Charles H. Morrls-ette. director
of the I.egislat ve Reference Bureau,
will have ready this morning a bill
providing that s-uoh S'tate employees
will receive adds: onally ten per cent
of tr.e salaries coming to thnr b-tween
the legislat v» years 191S and 1?L'0.
I'nder the bill, a clerk who would
have received $1.."<.<! a year during this
t.me wo'jld get 51.COO instead.

It is contended by the employees
that many mun.c pati'tes Including
It.chmond. have raise i the salaries and
wages of ih'.r <¦ mp;..vees because <>:
the hieh cost of living whereas they,
just a> hard hit. have received nothing
:n ni'i t: or.
The committee which waited on the

Governor was con,ros<<1 of James M
Hayes. Jr. of the office of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth. R. C. Corbel!. >?
the ollice of the Commissioner of Games
aiid Inland Fisheries, and E. E. Cones,
of the ^tate Corp -ration Commission
ofliees They wc/j? accompanied by
State Labor Commissioner John Hirseh-
berg.

ELECTRIC MEN CLAIM
TRACTIONROADS ARE
NEEDING ASSISTANCE j

/

Detroit Man Suggests Taxing
Lhnd Values of Property

Served.
(By Associated Pres? )

WASHINGTON', August 12..Wit¬
nesses today before the Federal Elec¬
tric Railways Commission were in
agreement that the financial situation
of the companies was serious and prob¬
ably would grow worse because of
rising costs and motor vehicle compo-
tit ion.
Remedies suggested ranged from the

proposal of Mayor Couzens, of Detroit,
for municipal ownership and opera-
lion of urban lines on the ground that
they were a social problem, vital to
the health and well-being of citizens.!
to suggestions by State utility com-
missioners that revenues be increased,
The commissions represented were those
of Indiana. Connecticut and Rhode
Island.

F. F. Ingram, of Detroit, a retired
manufacturer, who described himself
merely as a citizen, suggested public
ownership of the street car plants, a
nominal charge and absorption of any
operating deticit by taxation of the
land values of the property served by
the lines. This, he said, was the only
alternative to municipal operation.
Most of the State commission repre-

sentatives who testified favored co-

operative control over the trolley lines:
by monicipaiities and State comrnis-
sions, the latter having revisory powers.
Mayor Couzens, however, insisted tint
home rule should prevail an'cl the peo-
pie of the congested centers solve their
problems for themselves.

GREAT CROWD CHEERS PRINCE
In Accorded lOnthllKlnntic Reception by j

Tropic of St. .loliiin on IIIn
A rrlvnl.

fOy Associated Pres»0
ST JOHNS, X. F.t August 12.The

Prince of Wales was accorded an en-
thusiastic reception upon his arrival
al noon today. Everywhere cheering jcrowds greeted him, and he was wel- j
coined by province and city officials
at every turn from the water front
to Parliament.
A formal luncheon was tendered him

by the Governor, at the closo of which
a toast to his health brought from
him a response pouched in words of
warm praise for the work of the New¬
foundlanders at home, on the seas anil
on the battle Holds of Europe. *

President Lupton, of Virginia
Good Roads Association, Out¬

lines Highway Bill.

NOT WORRYING OVER FOOD

Declares Conditions Will Right
Themselves If Let Alone.
Several Hundred Attend.

With approximately 300 retail sit-
chants in a t: endance from points in
Virginia. West Virginia. North and
South Carolina an>i Georgia, the.
Southern l>t:iil Merchants' Conference
opened at ?:.10 yesterday morning in
the auditorium of John Marshall High'
.School.
Featuring the first half-day session

"f the conf'r'-nce was t!ie address of
Pres.dent S. 1. Lupton. of tho Virginia
Good Roads Association, who outlined j
briefly the good roads bill which would
be presented to the General Assembly!today. Mr. Lupton was fr'"juently ap-|plauded by 11».. merchants, particularly
'.n h.s championship of the retail nn-r-
c'mnt fh<- representative of a class
u:.d- r lire at present.

.Not Kirllril (tvrr Kood.
Mr. Lupton said that he personallywas not e\, :t. ,1 ov*r the high pricesof foodstults, lei;, vine that conditions

would r eh! Themseivhc if let alone,li.s advice to the merchants was to
"sit tight anil not rock the boat." and,he expressed lite hope that peacewould 11 t cost more shin the war itihasty, ill-advised legislation in the
matter of cold storage, for instance.Ftllowins his presentation of theroad program, he was asked by a man
tn the aui ence. "What about a wheeltax'.'" Mr Lupton replied that lie had
a^ain and again advocated .-« wheeltax for the benefit of tne roads of th»-Stato. but that it was always voteddown by members of the GeneralAssembly.

"There are evidently 140 reasonsagainst a wheel tax." he declared,"since every member votes against it."
I.upton nn Kxrrptlon.

Mr. Lupton declared that he wasthe only adult male in the St»te ofVirginia who admitted that he did notknow how to build riiadg. and that thefact that every man thought bo knewhow road.- shouid ie constructed hadhern one of tne chief difficulties in theJ way of securing belter highways, sincethis created confusion of purpose ini communities.
< "We must forget that we think weknow how to build good roads." hede.-iared

Iti introducing Mr. Lupton W. T.Dabney.Tfiisiness manager of the Rioh-irr.ond t'hamber of Commerce, spoke ofhim as the on.' man in 'h» State whohad the courage to bring to a hope ofrealization -rt31 highw ays in Virginia,tecause of his fjith ih the re-
sources of the .State and confidence inthe people of Virginia.

Sprakvr* for Today.
Speakers on 'oday's program are W.L Austin, of Richmond; M. S. McKin-¦

i nri of liar's.:i)e. S C. ;J. M. Brown.,of Guinea M-'i's, IJ. R. Terrell, ofBu.kner; p. II «>'Uara. of Richmond:!H. W Cailaw i of LiGrange. Ga.; K.
5*. FI'z-erGd of it' -am >nd. and Colo-!
!'.«1 John I", i-rutfin. of Wwaon.
The generi: subject for today is

".-'tore l'.iiv:i"'ont and Finance."!
Howard IV i> of Richmond, will1
le.id the s:np:i:g when th-> inference:
p.-ns .it '. o' lock this morning.,

.Appointment of committees w 1J be;made before ad: irnment for lunch-
eon at 1 "0 r»'i lo -k
The trade eyt-n-ion bureau of the

Richmond Chamber of Commerce enter¬
tained the v :im merchants at
luncheon yesterday .n the John Mar¬
shall ILgh School building.

(.ucstn at lAjncheon.
The visitors will he guests at lunch-

eon today of members of a local firm
of meat packers, who at their own
abattoir will give a practical demon¬
stration to the visitors of the proves-
ses incident to Killin- animals and
preparing theni for human consump¬
tion.
A special invitation will be extended

to members of 'hA General Assembly,
which will convene in extras session
this morning, to attend the sess.ons of
the conference, which closes tomorrow
afternoon with an al fresco entertain-
tr.ent at Hrvan Park at 5:-v' o c.ocK.
which will be featured by music,
vaudeville and refreshments.

ABSENCE OF ALDERMEN
DELAYS APPROPRIATIONS

rhomlierln y ne \veiuie Improvement
iind Tluit of Fourth Street. South

Richmond, llelil I p.

Due to a number <_>f members being
out of town the Board of Aldermen
at its session last night did not muster
enough members to pass the appro¬
priations for the improvement of
f"hamberlayne Avenue, nortii of» the,
bridge: tlie improvement of Fourth
Street, in South nichmond: the equip-j
ment of the Robert K. Lee School, and]
the extension of the gas and water
mains. These measures will now wait
until the next meeting of the board.
Among the measures concurred in by

the board last night were the follow¬
ing:
Ordinance to close Goddin Street, be¬

tween Creek Street and the Seaboard
Air Line tracks
Ordinance fixing the license of "small

loan" businesses at $200 a year.
Resolution to authorize the sale of

the old sehoolhousc ntNjjJary and Syca¬
more Streets
Ordinance for free water for shower

baths for children
Ordinance to lose city streets dur¬

ing certain hours so that children maypl i v iii t hem.
Resolution granting leave of absence

with p:*.y to Police Justice Maurice.

Ilrtiikine Continue* Advnnec.
LONDON. August 12..General Peni-

kine's advance is continuing along the
greater pari of the Southern Russian
front against considerable. . Bolshevist
resistance, the War .Office announced
tonight K.-.maishan, which was taken
on July 28, yielded 11,000 prisoners,sixty guns, 150 machine guns and animmense amount of war materials, it
was added.

x

Actor* Strike In Chicago.
CHICAGO. August 12..Within n:few hours after the arrival hero to¬

night of Francis Wilson, president oftlie Actors' Kquity Association, a strike'
of members of the association now
playing in Chicago was called, and as
a result two downto.vii theaters wero

i ilurk tonight. <1

Chairman Murdock Asks for
Huge Sum to Make In¬

vestigation.

PLAN USING SECRET SERVICE

Glass Pleads for Authority to
¦ Obtain Men to Trail

Profiteers.

fBy APros?.)
WASHINGTON. August 12..An ap¬

propriation of J500.000 for investiga¬
tion of the- increased myt of living by
the Federal Trade Commission was
asked of Congress torlav by Acting
Chairman Murdock. of the commission,
in a letter to Speaker Gillett. Funds
for the commission already authorized
ure insufficient to conduct the pro¬
posed inquiry, the letter said.
Chairman Murdock. who also is amember of the subcommittee named byAttorney-General Palmer to submit

recommendations for reducing livingcosts, s-t forth in his letter that the
commission proposed to conduct fur¬ther investigations as to the prouuc-tion, storage and distribution of food¬stuffs with the aim of arriving at fig¬ures on the real cost, wholesale andretail prices.

.So far as known, the President hasnot directed any additional investiga¬tions. but bills are nonding in theHouse for inquiries into the sugarand shoe industries.
The communication from the TradeCommission chairman reached theHouse at the close of a day duringwhich both branches of Congress cave;much attention to cost-of-living prob¬lems. Appropriation of $175,000 was |asked for the Secret Service by Sec-retary Glass, who asked that in an-jthor.zing the appropriation a clausei>e inserted to petmit the use of me!service operatives in running downfood hoarders and profiteers.

Hill Directed at I'roflterrlnK,
Hoarding .and profiteering were thesubject of two measures presented inthe House. A bill by RepresentativeG-ard, Democrat. Ohio, would provideliO.OOO fine or five years" imprison¬ment for hoarding,

"

profiteering ormonopo izing the production of food¬stuffs. fuel or clothing.Representative Goodykoontz. Republi¬can. West Virginia,..presented a reso¬lution to direct the .Judiciary Commit¬tee to frame legislation to eliminatehoarding and to reduce the amount ofcurrency circulaiicyi. Mr. Goodykoontzalso introduced A resolution requestingthe Secretary of War to sell the sur-jplus stocks of automobiles an i motort rucks.
Representative Kellar. IndependentRepublican", introduced a bill to au-thorize creation of a national boardof conservation headed by the Presidentand composed of members of the Cab-inet, five Senators and rive Represen'a-|lives, which would have power to regu-late wholesale ..ind retail prices offood and clothing.

Opposition to I.eglalnTlnii.
Representative Fess. Republican,Ohio, discussing the high cost of liv¬ing in :h-> House, declared that gov-ernment wastefulness during the warand at present in continuing manywar-created agencies largely was re¬sponsible for tin.- existing situation.Senator McKe'lar. Democrat. Tonnes-1see. appearing before the House Agri-culture Committee, predicted organized''opposition on the part of the packingindustry to any legislation to regulatecol .-storage facilities.
The cost-of-living question will bebrought up again tomorrow on thefioor of the Senate with prepared ad¬dresses by Senator McKellar and Sen¬

ator Reed. Democrat. Missouri. Thetwo addresses probably will give rise
to considerable debate.
Although no announcement wasmade by the Department of Justicetoday regarding its efforts to bringliving expenses down to a level withthe average man's pocketbook, it was!understood that the activities alreadydirected were progressing with the'department's representatives hard |atwork in all parts of the country.

THINKvIsCo'unFgREY
WILL BE AMBASSADOR
TO THE UNITED STA TES

English Lord, It Is Claimed, Is
Suffering From Failing

Eyesight.
fBy ITni versa I Service.)

I.ON'POX, August 12.. It is confidentlyexpected that within a few nays the
government will announce that Vis¬
count Grey has accepted the post of
British ambassador to the United States.

l.ord Grey has been for many months
troubled by his falling eyesight. Some
of the greatest British specialists have
been in consultation over him and he
has born subjected to a special course
of treatment, so that recent reports he
was going blind have now been replaced
by encouraging news.
The viscount, it appears, is not

threatened with total blindness, but is
suffering from what is known to the
profession as loss of central vision
When he wears colored glasses, cith
which he has become familiar, he can'
see sufficiently to walk about and, in¬
deed, can go fishing and pursue ordi¬
nary pursuits as well as the average
person.

pastofTchases robber
WHO BROKE OPEN POOR BOX

John Randolph, of ttonnoke, Vn.. When
Arrested, Admits lie I ned

Drill?*.

BAI/riMORK, Mil, August 12..Al¬
leged to have broken open the poor
box in St. John, the Baptist Ca'hol e
Church of this city. John Randolph
twenty-seven years old. of Roanoke,
Vn.. v\as arrested this afternoon after
the Rev. Valentine Rumpel, pastor of
the church, had chased him front Para
Street to a building in the 300 block
on North Howard Street.

At the Western Police Station, Ran¬
dolph admitted that he uses drugs,
literature from other Catholic churches
was foil till In his possession, leading
the police to believe he may have made '

a practice of robbing churches.
STOP THAT Til IKK,

Universal Auto hocks that Lock
Demonstration Kline Kar windows,
this week, KOfi. 007. 609, 610, 611, 612,
613 West Broad..Adv.

$450,000,000 Worth of Water Injected
Into Rail Stocks in Ten Years, Plumb Says

(By A~"or!nfn«l pr<«Ss >
^ I *HI\<;TO > , August 12. . The

rnllrond lirollirrhuoih, through
their rounf.Pl, l.lcnii K. Plumb. (o.
day luitl before (l.r House Inter¬
state Commerce < ommlttee their
ohnrKPH of corrupt ion In tlic ninn-
ngenient of llir rnilroads under
|>ri\ntc control.
The charges. nnnoiincrd n« forth¬

coming n ncfk urre (hat
many of the Kfp.il railway systems
liail hrcn plundered sj Nlrma tlcnlly
by the tiuiiiiclnl Intcrestm, nnd that'
the railroads Illegally held millions
of hitpn of public lands.

UlKhteen reprcsentntl Vp rnilroads
of the country, tlic brotherhood at¬
torney asserted, issued stock njiKre-
i; a I in u $15(^41-1,11011 between 1'MH)
and MHO ns bonuses and paid mil¬
lions of dollars in dividends on
bonuses. These sumc rnilronds, lie
further churned, were "controlled
in whole or In part by the Morgan
interests, the ttockefellcr interests
and the t;ould interests...

t oupled with the t'liar^M, which
eaaie Just before the Mouse com¬
mittee closed Its hearing* on or^an-
l/.ed labor's bill for elimination of
private capital front railroad own¬
ership, wan the demand by >lr.
l'liimh that Congress make a thor¬
ough I n » cKtigu i ion of the matter.

RELEASED SUGAR GIVES
CITY TEMPBK BELIEF

Consumers I-'nal)lcd to Buy Two-
round Lous to Replenish

Scanty Supply.

.>2,000 POUNDS O X W A V

Food Situation Little Changed, Trans¬
portation 1'iiecrtaiiities. However,
Having Tendency to Cause Up¬
ward Trend of Prices in Kklunond.

The 17.50ft pounds of sugar which
l."nited States District Attorney Hiram j
M. Smith had released by a Richmond
manufacturer was placed on sale here]
yesterday and materially relieved the
sugar situation. The sugar was mar-!
keted through two retail detlers. and
...or.sum._-rs were permuted to purchase!
in two-pound lots.

In a few days it is expected that an
additional ZJ.000 pounds of sugar will
arrive in Richmond.- < Of this. 35.000
pounds is now on the way from New
Orleans. Little further has been»d<".ne
concerning Cie 4,000 140-pound sacks
which the United States Sugar lCoudli-
zation Board has ottered Richmond. In
the absence of any guarantee that the
sugar is at least in reasonable condi¬
tion there has been no little hesitancy
as to what is be.-t to do.

Xo l-'ood Situation Developments.
District Attorney Smith is still con¬

ducting his investigations of the food
situation, but stated last night that
there were no developments during'
the day.

Despite efforts of the authorities and
the threatened legislation, the trend
of food prices in Richmond is declared-
by dealers to he slightly upward.
They dcclare that the recent strike of
railroad shop employees, and the pros¬
pects of other transportation strikes,
is. .n the main, cause of this situation.

|' ie to the uncertainty regarding the
railroads it is declared that people
while not actually hoarding, are laying
up .arger stocks of provisions thin
formerly. At the same time it is ad¬
mitted that there is a large supnlv I
oi lOodstu.'ts in Richmond and that ft
would i.ike a lone str.ke to cause any-
tiling like a famine condition. Truck-
ers are bringing unusually large
amounts of vegetables and melons to
the city and truits are plentiful on
tile markets.

Washington * Init Postponed.
n9,yins ,l? the f«to' t>iHt Secretary
Baker on his return to Washington re'-;
mained but one day m that cit v. and
.ul! xi

wi" 1,01 r,'turn until next week. I
the Mayors committee, which was to'
ha\e gone to Washington this week
to confer with the secretary about the
food situation, has had to postpone its'
ee" u-m" ''u.Xt. '. He commil-

if,1' 111 -1-sk, that sue a surplus food!
be

' le XV,ar D<?parinient mm

»
"Hot to Richmond be

sent here stored in warehouses an-i'distributt d by the quartermaster's de¬
partment.

c

HEAVILY-ARMED GUARDS
PROTECT ELECTRIC PLANT

Power Company Employees on Strike
Menace Charlotte's Comfort and

( Hv As.su« idloi| Pros.* >
CMARLOTTK, August 12. . Armed!

regular and special police officers
maintained guard tonight at the sub-
station ,.f i he eiei-iri.- lighting and
!V;VV,'r system of the Sou-tnern Public
l lilities t ompatiy at the pas plant i
to safeguard the city against the pos-
s.ble cuitiiig olf its gas and electric
Supply, following the strike .if electri-
cal workers today.

Klectrieians employed by the South-
ern I'ublic Utilities Company walked!
out early this afternoon, and a. few
minutes later swtiches at rhe sub-
station were pulled out. leaving indus¬
trial plants in Mecklenburg County
without power. Charlotte homes with"-'
vut lights, the Western l.'nion Tele-
graph Company with ut cui rciit and I
the lire _al;»rm system useless.

At 1:1,'. o'cl<x-k, an hour Inter. Char-
lolte poiice ollicers succeeded in gain-
ing control of the substation, arrest-
ing two men on forcible Irespass
charges, ami cloned the switches. Half
an hour later the switches at the gas
plant, supplying this city with gas,
for lighting and heating, were closed'
a Iso.

SHOE PRICES TO"DROP
l.enllier Dealers Tell Probers In nontoii

Women Were IIendy In I'ny
for lllgli (iriiileK,

(By Associated Press >
BOSTON, Augurt I"..Predictions of

a decided drop in tiie price of shoes
were made by leather dealers and shoe
manufacturers who testified today at
the grand Jury investigation of' the
high cost of living being conducted bv
District Attorney Pelletier. The con¬
sensus of opinion, however, was that
the decline might not come for another
year.
Witnesses said th;\t women demand¬

ed a high grade of shoes and were
willing lo pay for them, one leading
firm, it was brought out. hid $1,000.-
000 worth of cheaper grades of sole
leaf her on hand, which manufacturers
would not buy because It did not come
up to the standard demanded by nur-
chaucra of shots.

Kfl Hint "tlir Anifrlrnn people mnjr
knott to nliat rilcnl It In situRhl
tii Hiitiji'ct tliein to Mploltntlon "»in-
ilcr I he other plan*" proponed for
future <1 Npoftlt ion of the rniirond*.
There iiiin no intimntlon ni» to

wluit course the committee initcht
take In rrKnril to the re«me»t for
nn Investigation. Clinirninn llm-h,
in hnlf n doy.cn i|ticMtioiin. indicated
thni to kii into the churfcen would
he like trnvelinj; over old ground,
nn they hnd been threnhed out Inng
iiko. IMumh told the committee
thnt he either hnd the evidence to
nupport every chnrge or knew
ivhere it could lie obtained. I're-
urntntion of the iharRr-i appar¬
ently fulled to arouiie much Inter¬
cut nmnnK member*, n.i no one ex¬
cept the chairman nouKht IlKht
through examination of the wltncMN.

Willi the (IIIiik of Plumb's charge*
the committee concluded hearing*
on bin plnn for public ownership
and employee operntlon of the
rnilrondM, and will take up later
the plan* to be offered by necurlty
holdern and railway executive*,
both or which, labor iidlclnln have
testified, arc more radical thnn thnt
fronted by llr. riumb nnd Indorsed
by the lirotlierlmodx. It probnbl ?
will be n month before the coiumlt-
tcc enn make a final report.

OF I CABINET OFFICES
War and Navy Departments Voice

Opposition to l'lan
Proposed.

RECOMMENDATIONS ARE MADE

One Asks Agency Re Charged With
Full Responsibility of Placing
United States in Front Rank in
Aviation.

(By Universal Service.)
WASHINGTON. August 12..Creation

of a Cabinet olflce the head of which
will bo the secretary for air is the
chief recommendation of the American
aviation mission. Yieaded by Benedict
Crowell. Assistant Secretary of War,
which has submitted its report to the
War Department.
Opposition to the recommendation is

[already browing. ..UflUber (SecretaryI of War Baker nor Secretary of the
Navy Daniels 1b willing: lo re'inquish
control of the air activities of their
departments.
The report, which Is the result of

mu h study and investiffation aoroad.
embraces ihe following recommenda¬
tions:

1. The concentration of the air ac¬
tivities of the Unite*! States.civilian,military and naval.within the dis¬
cretion of a single government agencycreated for the purpose and co-equalin importance, and representation with
the Departments of War, Navy and
Commerce. .

2. That the agency thus created be
charged with the full responsibility ofplacing and maintaining this countryin the front rank of nations in thedevelopment and utilization of air¬craft for national security, and In theadvancement of tho civilian aerial
transportation and communication
arts.

3. That this governmental organi¬zation be formed in general as follows:
liti A civilian secretary for air.th> An assistant secretary, a civ¬ilian. responsible directly to the secre¬

tary for air.
<c) Five or more divisional heads,a.tins as chiefs o:' tho subdepartmentsof civil aeronautics, military aero¬nautics. naval aeronautics, supply andresearch, finance, etc.
td> An air council.advisory ineh trader.which shall be constitutedby the secretary for air. assistant sec¬retary for air. the chiefs of the sub-departments and such other personnelas might he deemed advisable.

FEWSHOPMENREMAIN
OUT, CAUSING DELAYIN
CONFERENCE ON WAGE

More Than 90 Per Cent of
Railroad Mechanics

al Their Work.
rn.- Universal Service.1

WASHINGTON. August 12..More
than 1"* per cent of the shopmen who
have been on strike on various rail¬
roads over the country have now re¬
turned to work, according to the state¬
ment of B. M. Jewell. acRnsr presidentof the executive council of the rail¬
way employees.

Upoi- the return of the remaining 10
per cent depends the calling of the
conference by Director-General Ilines
to consider the railway employees'
wage demands.

Mr. Hines has Informed President
.Jewell, in accordance with the Presi¬
dent's instructions, that he is ready
to hold the conference just as soon as
all of the men r-'turn tr> work.
While the great majority of the men

are now back, the situation is still
ve.-y much complicated by the split Inthe* nn^:> of th«. I'hlraa-. shopmen.!fart of them already have cone back
i<\ work or arfr ready to co back, while
oth.rs. in response to the counsels of
radicals in control, are Mill out.

.1 T>. Sanders, leader of the radical
group of striking shopmen, was said
to-lav to be on his way to Washing
ton, to confer with Mr .fewell and with
tn»- railroa.fi administration officials. It:
was reported here fV.it Mr. Sanders'!
request for a conference wltn tn« t-ah-ro:ni administration o*Vials had been
denied on the ground that they In-,
tended to de:>.l only with the regularly
lire editel 1 ibor officials of the railway)employees' oreanizntion.

STARTS CARD SYSTEM
Duiidlnc Trnilen Conncii Announce

Member* W ill <"nl! for Worker*'
I'redcntlnls.

Only union men for building con-
struction in Richmond will follow asjthe result of an announcement made;
public yesterday by the Building Tradesfouncli that on and after October 1
the working card system is to be
effective.

Architects, general contractors and.
builders are being notified by letjer of
this move by the trades council, andin the same letter local unions which
are afllliated with the trades council
are requested to see to It that their jmembers have working cards by Oc¬
tober L. I

>S

Measures Ready for Legis¬
lative Hopper at Noon

Today.
ADDITIONAL 12-CENT LEVY

FOR HIGHWAYS PROPOSED

Third Suggestion Is 50 Per Cent
Increase of Automobile

License Tax.

MANY LEGISLATORS ARRIVE

Stape Is Set. for Extraordinary Scs«
sion of General Assembly of

Virginia.

Called by its members for the specific >

purpose of setting State machinery in
motion for better highways through-I out the Commonwealth, the General
Assembly of Virginia will convene iafextraordinary session promptly at noon
today.

j Creation of a highway commission
of five member?, in addition to the
commissioner and the Governor, who
shall decide upon routes between the
designated points in the State road
svstem: an additional levy of 12 cents
on the $100 worti. of general propertyfor road purposes, effective at once,and an increase of the automobile li¬
cense tax by :>U pur cent, effective
January 1, 15>2<V are high lights in
three bills which will be introduced
simultaneously today in both branches
of the General Assembly.

tfmbnd.v Association's Proffram.
These measures embody the plans of

the Virginia Good Roads Association
and received yesterday afternoon the
final indorsement of that body's execu¬
tive and legislative committees, in ses¬
sion at. Murphy's Hotel. They w'ere
drafted by State Senator C. O'Conor-?Ooolrick. of Fredericksburg, who Will.;,become their principal patron in the
upper hou.se of the Legjslature.Salient points in the bill to recreate :

the State Highway Department are:
The appointment of the State High¬

way Commissioner still will rest wltji:?the Governor, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, however, in-
stead of the General Assembly, as the
niesent law provides. This official,
must be a citizen of the State, a civil jengineer ani a person well versed in
road building.

AdhrniMy to ."Name Comm l»» loo.
The five members of the commission

are to be elected by the Gensr.il As-
sembl.v. The tir.st election of the com-
mission shall take plac* as soon
the bill becomes law. It* Is an
ency measure and will he effective
upon passage. The members must, as
far as possible, represent each of the
live geographical subdivisions of the
Slate. The terms of the five members
will commence on November 1, 1913.
and end July t. 1322. On or before
Kebruarv 1 1022. the General Assemblywill elect ir-.in, this time naming two
for a term of two years, two tor a.
t'-rm of four years and one tor a term
of six \ ears. Thereafter each mem-
ber will be elected for a term of six ,|

i'pon the matter of how the five com¬
missioners should be
fxeiutive and legislative
of tlie association adopted the General .

Assembly method by a vote °'sout of a membership of fifteen, senator
Goolrick and Highway Commissioner
Coleman not voting upon the question.

Governor Member Ex-Offlcio.
The Governor is made ex-offlclo !

member of the commission ana will
have equal voice with the other mem¬
bers. Regular quarterly meetings are
nrovided for and any other meetingsin addition as either the chairman or
the Highway Commissioner niav deem'¦
necessary to the good of the work In
h'Y'or the salary of the Highway Com-
missioner the bill provides a minimum
sum of ?T..t»oO and a maximum of
$7.r>00. His assistant will receive not
loss than nor more than $4,500.Sa la tit .> in both those cases will be.fixed bv the commission itself. The
rive members of the commission are
to receive $10 per diem and their actual
expenses while engaged in the work
of the commission, to be paid fromthe highway contingent fund.
The measure n!so empowers the StateHighway Commissioner to call in con*sulfation at any time any one or two

I of the professors of civil engineering".at the l.'nlvorsity of Virginia, the Vir-ginui Militarv Institute and the Vir¬ginia Agricultural and Mechanical'College, these officials to receive theiractual expenses while engaged in suchwork.
-

Submit Reports to Governor.
The commission is required to sub¬

mit to the Governor in writing Itsrecommend it ions for changes in the,!st »te highway system at least ten daysJbefore the convening of the Legisla- |turf' In l?2'^ and thirty days beforaeach succeeding regular session. These1recommendations will be submitted assoon as possible by the Governor tothe General Assembly.The commission is empowered underthe bill to make such regulations asit may deem necessary for traffic overthe State highway system, these regu-'lations to be posted on the front doorof each courthouse in the State andto have the effect of law, sixty daysafter their adoption by the commission.Kvery employee of the Highway De*partment nny be made a special police¬man. with the authority of a snerlff, toenforce these rules.
Will Not ( hotiRP Kslfttlnf; I.nvr.

The action of the Virginia Good-.iUoarls Association relative to leaving jthe. appointment of the State High¬
way Commissioner in the hands of th.OGovernor seems to dissipate anythought that the legislature wiltchange the existing law in this re¬
spect. It also makes practically cer-tain that Mr. Coleman, the. present'commissioner, will be retained In thatofllce to carry forward the stupendous
program outlined, for highway con*
struction it Virginia, the Governor-.!having announced he will reappointshim-in l!>20.
The additional levy of 12 cent®

on the $100 of funeral property andthe increased automobile license t<v£^are thought by the association to twasufficient to produce the revenue needed-to meet the Federal appropriation*of about J5,000,000 for highway coaw-


